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Atoms

Are neutral because the number
of protons = the number of

Thatis, the positives (+) = the
negatives (-)
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What happens if an atom gains an electron?

Itbecomes a ion.

gain electrons.
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What happens if an atom loses an electron?

Itbecomes a ion.

lose electrons
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Metal atoms
electrons until they
look like a noble

Non-metals
electrons until they
look like a noble

gas.
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Symbols of Tons

Metals

For every electron that a metal
loses it gains a charge

Lithium loses 1 electron and
becomes Li*

Magnesium loses 2 electrons and

becomes Mg?*

Non-metals

For every electron that a non-met
gains it gains a charge

F gains 1 electron and becomes F-

Nitrogen gains 3 electrons and
becomes N*-




